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buildings can be provided for the purpose, for which I under-
stand there is ample space.
I think it important here to state to your Excellency that
the Four Courts and the adjoining buildings have been erected
on ground belonging to the Society of King's Inns on which
the buildings anciently used by that society had stood. It
seems to me that the site of the Four Courts and repository of
records ought to be formally vested in the Crown, discharged
from all claims of the Society of King's Inns; who ought, I
think, to receive a compensation and to be relieved from a
burden which they have imposed on themselves to accommo-
date the public, by taking other ground for the site of their
Hall library and Chambers, at a very high rent, and paying
tipstaves to attend the several Courts, with which they have
nothing to do except as owners of the soil on which those
Courts stand. The records and documents in the several offices
there I believe are generally in good order but the buildings
are not well adapted, in general, to the purpose for which
they are designed; several of the rooms, and all in the basement
story, are, I understand, damp; and indeed, the whole building
ought to be secured from inundation and the constant oozing
of the banks of the river, to which it is liable. I believe this
to be practicable, tho' at considerable expense. I think the
buildings intended for public use ought to be immediately
completed, and I feel the greater anxiety for the adoption of
this measure because in the discharge of my duty as Chancellor
I have found that, for want of proper offices, public offices,
many important documents have been lost, or remain in
private hands, either neglected or made the source of precari-
ous but unjust profit; so that the Court of Chancery has not in
its [? power] many of those documents which ought to be in
the hands of its officers and which in many instances I have
found would have been important to its decisions.
I also think it would be highly proper to procure for the
public a considerable portion of the adjoining ground, not
merely for the erection of new offices, but to secure those
already erected; and although the expense may be considerable,
yet I think it will be compensated by the removal of buildings
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